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Introduction 

The clean, horizontal lines and rich redwood tones of the Mendocino Bench reflect the simple beauty of 
Northern California. Comfortable yet elegant, this classical bench design invites your family and guests to sit, 
relax and enjoy years of use. Use Construction Common or Deck Common redwood grades that have a 
pleasing mix of heartwood and sapwood. If you need increased decay resistance, use all-heartwood grades 
like Construction Heart orDeck Heart woods. 

  
 

   
  • Beginner - 1 to 2 days 
  • Intermediate - 8 to 10 hours 
  • Advanced - 5 to 8 hours 
  
   
 

STEPS  
1. a First build the two armrests.  



1. b Trim the front end of each 4x6 armrest at a 45-degree angle, beginning 
one and one half inches down from the top. Make a 3 1/2-inch square 
notch in the inside back of each armrest where it will wrap the rear leg, 
and finish with a 45-degree bevel cut.  

2.  Using 4-inch screws, attach the armrests to the 4x4 rear legs, 24 inches
up from the bottom. Attach armrests to the front legs by driving two 
screws through the armrest and into the top of the leg. 

3. a Trim the 2x4 main braces down to lengths of 5' 9" ... 

3. b ... and attach them to the inside front and rear legs, 11" from the 
bottom.  

4. a The curved seat supports are made up of 2x4 lumber sandwiching 
either the 4x4 rear legs-in the case of the end seat supports-or the 
single 2x4 backrest support-in the case of the center seat supports.  



4. b To shape the curve, make a template for a 36-inch radius cut. Mark the 
cut to start 3 inches in from the front, and use a jigsaw to cut the 
radius and finish the seat supports with a 45-degree bevel cut to match 
the armrests. Note that the end and center seat supports differ slightly 
in length and attachments. 

5.  Trim the four 2x4 end seat supports to 25-1/2". Attach the inside seat 
supports to the rear and front legs so they rest on the top edge of the 
2x4 main brace. Attach the outside seat supports level with the inside 
ones. 

6.  Trim the two center seat supports to 22 inches. Using a scrap piece of 
2x4 as a temporary spacer for the backrest, attach these seat supports 
across the main braces flush with the back edge of the rear brace. Use 
two 3-inch screws for each joint, angled from below and inside. Remove 
the spacers. 

7.  For the backrest supports, trim the 2x4 supports to a 10-degree angle 
at the top edge. The two end backrest supports start at the top of the 
4x4 rear leg and trim to rest on top of the seat supports. The center 
backrest trims flush to the bottom edges of the two center seat 
supports.  

8.  Attach the end backrest supports to the inside of the 4x4 rear leg with 
two screws. The bottom should fit snugly to the top of the seat supports
and can be secured with screws driven at an angle from below. The top 
rail should be installed before trimming and attaching the center 
backrest. 



9. a Now you will attach the 2x4 top rail to the rear legs with three deck 
screws at each end.  

9. b Measure and trim the center backrest. Install the backrest between the 
seat supports and place it flush to the underside of the top rail. Secure 
it with screws. 

10. aFor the backrest rail, trim one 2x2 backrest rail to fit tightly between 
the armrests.  

10. bTrim the other 2x2 and 2x4 seat and backrest rails to 6' so that it goes 
across the entire length of the bench. 

11. aInstall the front seat rail so that it overlaps the seat support by 1/2-
inch, and attach it with two deck screws at each joint.  



11. bAttach the rear seat rail to each support with two deck screws. Adjust 
the spacing of the remaining seat rails before attaching. 

12.  Space the backrest rails equally, and attach to supports with a single 
screw at each 2x2, and two screws at each 2x4. 

13.  You're just about finished with your Mendocino Bench. Stain the bench 
to your preferred style and apply a clear water repellent finish to keep 
your bench looking fresh for years to come.  
Once you've applied stain and protectant -- you're finished! Enjoy the 
benefits of your labor. Relax and enjoy the outdoors on your rugged yet 
attractive redwood Mendocino Bench.  
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Materials List  
(6) 2x4 top, seat and backrest rails 6 ft. long 
(6) 2x2 seat and backrest rails 6 ft. long 
(2) 2x4 main braces, 5 ft., 9 in. long 
(9) 2x4 seat and backrest supports 26 in. long 
(2) 4x4 front legs 20-1/2" long 
(2) 4x4 back legs 30-1/2" long 
(2) 4x6 armrests 26" long  

   
Tools List  
Medium grit sandpaper 
Scrap 2x4 for spacer 
Eye protection 
Brushes 
Screwdriver 
Electric drill w/combination countersink bit 
Circular Saw 
Bandsaw or Jigsaw 
S ander 

     
 


